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"Cos that's a darned sight slower'n this/ said Willo

My father, always a man of quick temper, sacked him on
the spot and gave him his money A few weeks later we
heard that Willo had gone up to London to be a policeman'

I love that retort of Willo's and the unsuspected valour
that prompted it It reminds me, too, of another man who had
been stubbing thistles for a rather high-handed farmer It was
the time of the war between the Greeks and the Turks, and in
William Cash's bay window on a Friday night one could see
the newspapers with their drawings of desperate and san-
guinary battles Now this particular labourer was something
of a slow mover like Willo and none too thorough in his work

'Master poor job you're makin on't,' stormed the farmer
'Look at all them thistles youVe left *

1 don't know, master,* said the man 'It'd be a rare sharp
battle, wouldn't it, if all on 'em was to get killed^'

Another notable character who worked for us in my very
early youth was Dodger Lake He was a very short man and
fiery-faced, and all day long he chewed tobacco Of the
village's dozen or so consistent drunkards, Dodger was the
most regular I remember one day my father and Dodger
and myself were driving home in the evening from some job
of work in a neighbouring village and we came to a pub

'Think I'll be gettin off here, master/ Dodger said

Tlease yourself,' said my father, and pulled up the horse

'Suppose you couldn't let me have a shdlin?* asked
Dodger

1 certainly can't,' my father told him, for he was a teetotaller
and non-smoker Tm lending you no shilkn to spend on
beer*

On we drove and Dodger was left behind with a prodigious
thirst and never a penny in his pocket But a few minutes
kter there was a tremendous noise in the garden of the pub,
where Dodger had let out a sow and her litter from the sty
Out rushed the landlord to see Dodger trying to get both
sow and litter back

'Lend me a hand,' he hollered to the landlord 'Someone
went and left this here door open, and if I hadn't happened to
be comin by, every dam thing in this here garden would
have been et'

Together they got the animals back and Dodger was,
"warmly thanked